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Payment Materials 
and Services Fee 2019  
The Governing Council is 
aware that there are 2019 
school fees that are still yet to 
be paid. We would like families 
that haven’t paid their 2019 
school fees to make contact 
with our Finance officer, Deb 
Noble to negotiate a payment 
plan or to see if a school 
card application is an option. 
Our Materials and Services 
contribution from families 
helps pay for the resources 
children need in the classroom. 

Parking in Front of 
the School 
The Council has informed us 
that they will be monitoring 
the parking restrictions at the 
front of the school. That means 
during drop off and pick up 
times you are only allowed 
to remain parked on Jenkins 
St for 2 minutes. People who 
come early and park for more 
than 5 minutes may well face 
a fine. The inspectors will warn 
you first, then impose fines. 
A good alternative is to park 
adjacent to our oval and have 
the children walk over the oval 
onto Wilson Street and meet 
you there.

2020 Enrolments  
We will soon begin developing 
our class structures for 
the 2020 school year. It is 
important that we have 
accurate information about our 
2020 enrolments to do this 
effectively.  

If your child will not be 
attending Cowandilla PS in 
2020, please let the front office 
or your child’s class teacher 
know as soon as possible. If 
you are aware of any families 
that are wanting to enrol their 
children in the preschool or 
primary school for the 2020 
school year please ask them to 
make contact with us as soon 
as possible. 

Premier’s Reading 
Challenge 
Reading for the PRC will finish 
on Friday, 6th September. Many 
of our students have already 
completed the challenge for 
this year. We ask parents to 
support students to finish, by 
encouraging daily reading at 
home. Certificates and medals 
will be sent to us towards the 
end of Term 4.

 

Congratulations!  
I would  like to congratulate Xeni Panagaris, who has won the 
Assistant Principal position of our Intensive English Language 
Centre for the next 5 years. Xeni has been in the Assistant 
Principal role for many years and we are delighted that we will 
continue to have her knowledge and expertise helping students 
and families here at Cowandilla PS. 

Xeni will be on leave for the next 5 weeks, and Salvatore Russo 
will be working in the IELC Assistant Principal role until the end 
of Term 3. Congratulations Salvatore for winning this temporary 
leadership position. Welcome to Irene and Vicki who will be 
teaching the primary years IELC class and welcome Taran Bahtia. 
Taran is a new School Services Officer who is supporting 
students across the school.
 
West Torrens Partnership Pupil Free Day  
Our next Pupil Free Day is on Monday 2nd September. On this 
day Cowandilla PS teachers will be working here at Cowandilla 
Primary School with teachers from Plympton International 
College (PIC). Teachers will be spending the day assigning levels 
and moderating student writing samples. Cowandilla teachers 
will be supporting PIC teachers to use the Language and Literacy 
levels. Teachers will use the information gathered on the day to 
provide feedback to students about how they can improve their 
writing. They will discuss their findings to determine implications, 
and to plan for future teaching. Our preschool team will be 
attending a day with other preschool staff from our partnership 
to share improvement strategies with a focus on oral language 
development. 

Out of School Hours Care is available on the day if you call Sean 
on 8351 7629.



Year 7 Moving to High School in 2022  
Year 7 public school students will be taught in high school from 
term 1, 2022.  This means that from 2022, year 6 will be the last 
year of primary school and year 7 will be the first year of high 
school. 

Year 7 is already part of high school across the country so this 
move will bring South Australia in line with other states and 
territories, as well as other education systems in our state. All 
South Australian students learn the Australian Curriculum at 
school. For year 7s, the curriculum focuses on specialist courses 
and is designed to be taught in a high school setting. 
Moving year 7 to high school will mean students benefit from 
specialist teachers and resources, such as learning in fully 
equipped science labs and design and technology facilities. It also 
provides a grouped curriculum for year 7 and 8 in a number 
of subjects. Bringing year 7 to a high school setting will make it 
easier to deliver these subjects. 

We can see in many of our R – 12 schools, and from the interest 
in our pilot schools, that year 7s are ready and keen for high 
school. Some of our Year 6 students will be attending Mitcham 
Girl’s HS next year for Year 7. Mitcham Girl’s High School is one 
of the four pilot High Schools in 2020. 

Planning is well underway to make sure the move of year 7 to 
high school in 2022 is well-managed and considered. Together 
with the information shared by the department, we will provide 
information as plans for the move progress. 

Parent/Carer Grievance Processes  
Good relationships and strong partnerships between home and 
school give our children a better chance of success. Children’s 
learning and their wellbeing are at the heart of everything that 
we do.

If you wish to raise a concern the following process is in place to 
assist with this communication:

• Arrange a time (preferably within 24 hours) to discuss with 
the teacher your concern 

• If you feel the matter is not resolved, make a time to talk 
with a member of the school leadership team. The leadership 
team are: Vicki Newton: Coordinator, Kylie Campbell: Student 
Wellbeing Leader, Xeni Panagaris/Salvatore Russo: IELC 
Assistant Principal, Briony Brooks: Children’s Centre Director, 
Deb Postema: Deputy Principal or Katrina Sexton, Principal. 

• If still not satisfied, parents are able to contact the DfE 
parent complaint unit in the Department for Education. A 
parent may contact the unit by phone (1800 677 435) or 
email (DECD.EducationComplaint@sa.gov.au) anytime to 
discuss their concern or complaint, or to seek advice.

It will always help if you are calm and honest in your approach. 
You should NOT approach a child/children directly. Please help the 
school and your child by following this grievance  process.

Our Governing Council  
The work of all of our volunteers is appreciated by students, 
staff and the broader community. One group of volunteers take 
on a particularly critical role within the school. These are the 
members of our Governing Council. They are elected by parents 
at the beginning of each year and generally serve for two year 
terms. Their contribution to the school is to represent all parents 
by monitoring, overseeing, directing many of the developments 
and initiatives of the school. They discuss and contribute to the 
implementation of the improvement goals and help monitor the 
school budget and make decisions about which priorities should 
be funded. 
They also assist staff to examine the overall student achievement, 
engagement and attendance data and set challenges for 
improving. If you, as a parent, have any suggestions or 
queries about improving the school your Governing Council 
representatives would love to hear from you.  

The following parents are our Governing Council members: 

Marcello Bronzin
Carolyn Oades
Swetha Choudry
Anthony Davidson
Amy Patterson

Cowandilla Primary School Office Hours  
Supporting families and children is a priority for us at Cowandilla 
Primary School and Children’s Centre.

The front office staff are available to answer phone calls or 
inquiries from 8:00pm - 4:00pm each day. 

If you are wanting to communicate to the school that your child 
will be absent the number to text message is 0408873119

The school also has an email address that parents can use to 
seek support or information dl.0106.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Greetings Cowandilla!  
Hello to all families and friends of 
Cowandilla Primary School, my name is 
Marie Tragos and I am a new teacher at the 
school. I have taken over Miranda’s role as 
the new PE and Geography teacher. I have 
previously worked as a relief teacher at a 
variety of schools including Cowandilla, and 
I have also worked at the OSHC at West 
Beach Primary School. 
I have settled in very well and have wonderful staff to support 
me through my journey here. Over my time here at Cowandilla 
as a relief teacher and contract teacher, I have enjoyed getting 
to know all members of this community and look forward to 
developing those relationships further. The positive environment 
of the school is my favourite aspect about teaching here which 
is why you’ll always find me having a laugh and chatting to the 
students in the yard.

Newsletter Online  
Our newsletter is now available online! Newsletters are published 
3 times a term (generally in weeks 3, 6 & 9).
Please go to our website cowandilla.sa.edu.au where you will find 
a link on the front page, or select the Parents tab, then go to the 
Communication page. There you will find our latest newsletter & 
earlier issues (From Term 3, 2019). 

Thankyou to parents who have provided their email address 
for communication. The newsletter file size is too large for us 
to email at this stage. We hope to be able to provide push 
notifications to the newsletter link in the future. 
 

Kathy Laube
Olivia O’Malley
Susan Knapp
Jill Newmann
Olivia Defretes



Students were determined to 
find whether the objects were 

more than, less than or the 
same as 1kg.

Recording the actual mass 
involved learning how to read a 

variety of scales.

Students made 1 kilogram 
packs and compared them 

with objects to estimate the 
mass.

Book Week  
Last week we celebrated Book Week. The theme for this year was 
“Reading is my Secret Power”. The library was transformed into “Spy 
School”, with a variety of activities for visiting classes. We made spy 
gadgets, and solved secret codes. 

During the week several classes had a visit from a mysterious  
“robber”. They were later asked to provide written witness  
statements, or draw descriptions of the robber. On Wednesday we 
enjoyed sharing our costumes and some of the gathered evidence, 
at a whole school “Spy Briefing”. Thanks to all parents and family 
members who helped with costumes, and attended. Evidence is still 
being gathered, and all will be revealed soon. 

On Thursday this week our celebrations will culminate with a BiG 
DREAMS performance by Perform Education, based on some of the 
Book Week books. Thanks to the library staff for organising an  
exciting celebration.

Mr Russo’s IELC Class  
Students have come from a range of places from around the world representing 8 different languages in our class. Each day students 
work to build their confidence in speaking, reading, writing and understanding across the curriculum, as well as learning about 
Australian culture. 

In Mathematics, our focus has 
been on Measurement and 
the measurable attributes of 
objects, spaces and events. 
Such as time, circumference, 
mass, area, volume, perimeter, 
temperature, capacity, angle, 
and linearity. This week 
students have enjoyed building 
their understanding and 
language around mass. They 
have been involved in hefting 
and estimating using grams 
and kilograms as well as using 
scales to measure the actual 
mass of classroom objects. 

Learning Number Facts  
An important part of our maths curriculum is understanding 
how our base 10 number system works. Knowing the number 
combinations to make 10 is an important understanding that 
students need to develop. Knowing these facts then helps 
children to generalize with larger numbers eg:  if students know 
2+8=10, then they can understand that 20+80=100.

By year 4 your child should know their times tables 
(multiplication facts) very well and be able to quickly and 
automatically recall any facts in any order. It would help your 
child’s maths enormously if you practiced learning the times 
tables at home.
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DATES

Assemblies – 9:00am 
 

Friday 30th August 
Friday 20th September

Monday 2nd September 
 

Pupil Free Day  
 

OSHC Available

Tuesday 17th September 
 

Choir Performance – 
Festival of Music

Friday 27th September 
 

Last Day of Term 3

Term 4 
 

Monday 14th October 
 

Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 15th October 
 

Term 4 Begins

Friday 8th November 
 

School Closure Day

Tuesday 3rd December 
 

End of Year Concert

Climate Change Group: Kitchen Caddy Promotion  
Cowandilla Primary School is working with the City of West Torrens to encourage 
our community to recycle food scraps into compost rather than sending this valuable 
organic material to landfill, where it is simply a waste. 

The City of West Torrens provides a free kitchen caddy and a roll of compostable liner 
bags to West Torrens residents. Additional bags are available free of charge from the 
City of West Torrens Civic Centre and the Hamra Centre Library.

If you are interested in recycling food scraps using a free kitchen caddy and roll of bags, 
please complete the online form on the City of West Torrens website by Friday 20th 
September. You can also access the newsletter on the school website and click the link 
below. Paper order forms are also available, please ask your child’s teacher or the Front 
Office staff for a copy if you can’t use the electronic link.

Click on the link to register : 
westtorrens.sa.gov.au/foodscrapsrecycling/CowandillaPrimary

A caddy, roll of 75 compostable bags and information 
on how to use the caddy will be available for  
collection from the school when all expressions of 
interest have been processed.
            
Please support the Climate Change Group’s aim of 
reducing organic waste going to landfill by ordering 
and using a kitchen caddy in your household…if you 
don’t already!

Cowandilla Crocs  
By Tom: My name is Tom and I play for the Cowandilla Crocs. At the start of this  
season the 4/5 team had lots of new players who had never touched a footy. Even 
though we have had only one win we are still a good team because we never give up 
and the Cowandilla Crocs show the most courage when they are being beaten. This 
photo shows us drying off at quarter time during a match played in a rainstorm.  
 
By Lachlan: Hi my name is Lachlan and I am in year 2 and I play for the Year 2/3  
Cowandilla Crocs team. At the beginning of the season some players didn’t understand 
the game of Aussie rules football. My team’s skills and understanding of the game has 
improved so much since we have started. We are not allowed to tackle but we are 
great at using team work to get the ball, hand ball and kick it to each other to get 
goals.


