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A Warm Welcome!  
This term we welcome Marie 

Tragos to our staff. Marie is 

backfilling Miranda Hatekadis 
who is teaching the 4/5 class 

whilst Leanne Caire is on leave 

until week 4. Miranda will then 

teach Amy’s Year 2/3 class from 

week 5 until the end of the 

year, while Amy is on maternity 

leave. Marie is teaching R-7 
physical education, history 

and geography. Last term we 

welcomed Ashu Sharma to our 

staff. Ashu is providing student 

and class support across the 

school.  

 
After 21 years in leadership 

positions at Cowandilla, Vicki 

Newton has decided to take 

leave in 2020, leading to 

retirement.  

Congratulations to Stoyan 

Stoianov who has been 

appointed to the role of Digital 

Technologies Co-ordinator for 
the next 5 years.

 
A warm welcome to our new 

students and families that have 

begun this term at Cowandilla 

Primary School and Children’s 

Centre.

Newsletter Online  
The newsletter will be 

available online soon! It will be 

accessable and downloadable 

from our website under the 

Parents tab. Thanks to parents 

who have returned the form 

asking for your email address 

and newsletter preferences 

(print or electronic). Many 

teachers are now emailing 

information to parents to 

help reduce our use of paper.  

Paper copies of newsletters 

will continue to be sent to 

parents who have requested 

this.

Premier’s Be Active 
Challenge 
As part of PE for four weeks 

this term ending the 27th 

of September, our students 

are involved in the Premier’s 
be active Challenge (PbaC). 

Students only need to use 4% 

of their day being active to 

achieve the PbaC requirement. 

That’s just one hour per day 

– for 4 weeks. Parents and 

Caregivers can access the 

PbaC website to learn more 

about the challenge at  

www.pbac.sa.edu.au

 

External Site Review  
Last term our school community participated in a Department 

for Education external review process. The review was a very 

positive experience for our school community. Students, parents 

and staff had an opportunity to talk about teaching and learning 

with the review team.

 
The following are the Directions that have been recommended 

by the review panel: 

 
Direction 1: Establish clear processes to measure the impact of 
Professional Learning Teams in driving the Site Improvement Plan 
priorities, both within and across teams. 
 
Direction 2: Strengthen common understandings and effective 
practice in relation to differentiation which provide challenge and 
stretch for all learners. 
 
Direction 3: Utilise current expertise/structures to strengthen 
teachers’ capacity to increase student agency in learning design and 
progressions. 
 
You will find further information and a copy of the full External 
Review Report on our school website.

Friday Afternoon Electives 
The Term 3 program started last Friday. The 6/7 classes played 

against Challa Gardens, the girls played netball and the boys 

played soccer (football). The girls sadly lost their game but the 

boys won 6-0! Congratulations to everyone who played because 
great sportsmanship was shown. In Art, students experimented 

with using watercolours and learning basic skills such as creating 

gradients and mixing primary colours together. In Yoga, we 

started a gratitude journal. We had to write about three things 

we are grateful for. This helps us be calm. We then learnt some 

basic yoga poses to stretch and loosen our muscles.



Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on 
School Students with Disability (NCCD)  
All schools are required to collect information about the number 

of students that they provide adjustments to under the Disability 

Discrimination Act (1992) and Disability Standards of Edu-cation. 
This data is used as the basis for national funding. 

The NCCD involves the collection of: 

• the number of students receiving adjustments to enable 

them to participate in educa-tion on the same basis as other 
students 

• the level of adjustment provided to students 

• student’s type of disability if known 

Under the model the definition of disability is broad and includes 
learning difficulties, health and mental health conditions. 
If your child is identified for inclusion in the Collection, the 
required information will be included in this year’s data collection. 

If you have any questions about the data collection, please 

contact Katrina Sexton on 8443 7800. Further information can 
be found at: http://www.education.gov.au/nationally-consistent-
collection-data-school-students-disability. 

Book Week 
Mon 19 - Fri 23 August 
 

Each year the Children’s Book Council of Australia gives awards 

for the best children’s books in several categories. This year’s 

nominated books can be found on the CBCA website: 

https://cbca.org.au/shortlist-2019 

The theme for this year is “Reading is My Secret Power”. We will 

be celebrating this by holding some special (secret) activities in 

the library throughout Book Week. 

On Wednesday 21st, we invite all students to come to school 

dressed up, either as Secret agents, or Super Heroes (ready to 
use their secret reading powers!) We will hold a Spy briefing (and 
Spy/Super Hero Parade) for classes at 8:55am on Wednesday 
21st in the Amphitheatre.

Changes to Digital Technologies Use  
(Year 5/6 & 6/7 students) 
We are implementing a new Department for Education service, 

known as LearnLink Office 365. This is currently used by staff, 
and we are now extending it to students. The service will allow 

students to use various Microsoft applications on the school 

iPads, save work securely online, and work collaboratively on 

documents. Access to this is through DfE LearnLink accounts 

(currently used for email).

Initially this will be used by students in the year 5/6 and 6/7 

classes. We ask those parents to please read the information 

sent home by email or paper copy this week, and notify us by 

9/9/19 if you do not wish your child to use this service at school. 

Please contact the school if you have any questions about this 

information. 

2019 Festival of Music Choir - Ticket 
information   
The Cowandilla Festival Choir will be performing on Tuesday 

September 17th at 7:30pm at the Festival Theatre. The choir 

members have a very busy few weeks ahead in the lead up to 

this performance night. 

Parents and families are required to purchase their tickets for the 

concert.  The school does not do this. All tickets for the concert 

will be $40.00. Children under 5 do not need a ticket if they 

are sitting on a parent’s lap.  Ticket Sales are now available to 

purchase at BASS ticket outlets. 

BASS OUTLETS - SOUTH AUSTRALIA (SA) www.bass.net.au 
Phone: 131 246 

All tickets purchased online www.bass.net.au, by phone 131 246, 

or from an agency, will attract an $8.95 Service and Handling Fee 
per transaction. 

Mural at the Children’s Centre  
A Little Library has recently been installed on the front entrance 

wall of the Cowandilla Children’s Centre.  Families and children 

are now able to swap and borrow books for free. To compliment 

the installation of the Little Library a mural will be installed on 

the wall adjacent to it.

 

Last Friday, Aboriginal students for school worked with Aboriginal 

artist, Scott Rathman, from Rusted Tin to create designs that 

will contribute to the mural. Students spent the morning at the 

Children’s Centre drawing, designing and painting symbols and 

designs that represent reading, stories and learning. 

Middle Years Digital Challenge – 
Learn to Speak Robot 
Our Middle Years classes are taking part in 

the Commissioners Digital Challenge, “Learn 

to Speak Robot”. Students will be challenged 

through Edmodo to complete 4 digital 

activities over the next 5 weeks. 

New Multi-Purpose Room 
 

The building of our new multi-purpose room is now underway. 
This will be a learning space and an area that our Out of Hours 
School Care will use. The new building is being built on the 

eastern side of the hall and we are expecting it to be completed 

by the end of January 2020. At the moment the hall can only be 

accessed from the rear doors. The building site is full fenced to 

ensure the safety of students, staff and parents. Children have 

been reminded that they are not to enter the building site under 

any circumstances.



Greek News 
Yia sas! 

We have two Greek lessons a week and all classes have been very 
busy learning to communicate in Greek. New classes from R-3 are 
learning Greetings with flash cards, songs and games about how to 
introduce themselves, Με λένε ...  (I am called...) Next, they will start 
to ask and respond to ‘How are you?’  Τι κανείς/ Πως πας; 
Students have learnt a little about Greece and the Evzones 
(Presidential Guards), and when called out, students stand still like a 
guard. Evzones!

Students in Years 3-7 have been connecting language with culture and 
art (on display), by creating a MATI, a symbol to ward off the ‘evil eye’. 
They have included information about how to introduce themselves: 
Το όνομα μου είναι (my name is)  Είμαι___χρονών (I am _ 
years old)   Το αγαπημένο μου χρώμα είναι (My favourite 
colour is) Το αγαπημένο μου φαγητό είναι (my favourite food 
is)  Μένω με____ (I live with____)  Αγαπώ πολύ (I love very 
much ___). The Years 3-7 students also learnt their Greek names and 
chose 3 words which best describe them (also on display). 

The Years 5-7 students then went on to create simple quizzes on 
KAHOOT! about Greek mythology creatures/gods/monsters, and 
played each other’s quizzes last term. These students are now learning 
to read a simple Greek book/reader. They are translating for meaning 
and practising to read with fluency using alphabet and vowel and 
consonant digraphs to support them. Their assessment will include a 
video for sharing. 

The Years 3-5 students are now learning the Seasons, Days of the 
Week, Months of the Year and will move on to the Weather next. 
Please have a look at the photos and chat to your children about 
their learning!

Andio!

 ! ! !               



La Classe Italiano

In Breve……
Ciao – Hi/see you later
Buongiorno – Good morning
Arrivederci – Goodbye
Mi chiamo – My name is
Come stai? – How are you?
Bene grazie – Good thank you

The students in the Italian Language learning classes have a  
variety of interactive activities that allow them to experiment 
with the Italian language and develop an awareness of the culture 
and history of Italy. During the year students in the various year 
levels are involved in projects that highlight different aspects of 
Italian language and culture. Take a snapshot look at some student 
work tasks.

Uno Piccolo Sacco di Foti



Thankyou from our Student Leaders! 
 

Last term Bahija, a Year 8 student at Brighton High 
School came to our assembly to talk to students 

about the organisation that she volunteers for, 

“Red Goes Faster.” This organisation raises money 

to purchase wheelchairs for children in Morocco. 

Bahija travels to Morocco each year and helps 

other volunteers fit children into the wheelchairs. 
The volunteers also teach parents how to maintain 

the wheelchairs. Our student leaders decided to 

have a casual clothes day to help raise money to 

purchase two wheelchairs. Our student leaders 

would like to thank the community for their kindness 

and generosity as $650 was raised.  We certainly 

achieved our goals of raising $500 for two wheel 

chairs.

EdTech SA Conference  
During the recent July school holidays 14 of our staff attended the EdTech SA 

Conference which was held over 2 days. EdTech SA is the South Australian 

professional association that provides support and leadership to all educators 

related to learning and teaching with Information Communication Technology 

and the study of Information Technology and Digital Technologies. The focus 

of the conference was “Thinking Technologically.” Vicki Newton, our Digital 

Technologies Coordinator, presented several sessions, which included one 

about Cybersafety. Michael Cannavan and Louise Walker, shared how they 

embed digital technologies in the learning program.

A special thankyou to Tina Photakis for her ongoing passion for Digital 

Technologies and embodying global connectiveness. She was recognised in 

the International forum of ISTE this year, for her work with EdTech SA, by 

receiving the President’s Volunteer Award (Bronze) from the President of 

ISTE. Congratulations!

 

Phonics Check for Year 1 Students  
Over a period of 3 weeks this term all Year 1 students will undertake Phonics 

Screening Check. This check was developed in the United Kingdom, and the 

South Australian Department for Education trialled it in 2017. Our Year 1 

students participated in the check in 2018. The phonics screening check is a 
short assessment that tells teachers how students are progressing in phonics. 

It takes only 5–7 minutes and is carried out in a 1:1 situation by classroom 

teachers with each student individually. It comprises 40 words that students 

are asked to read. Some of these words are “pseudo” words. The purpose of 

these words is to enable students to demonstrate their knowledge of sounds 

and letters as they aren’t words that are linked to meaning.  

Teachers of year 1 students have participated in a 1 day training to enable 

them to implement the check and follow up. They are allocated 2 further 

days; 1 day to implement the check and a final day to analyse and respond to 
the results.

Gardening Club 
 

Several parents, students and community members volunteer their time each Monday after school to look after the garden areas. They 

work hard weeding, planting and maintaining the garden areas. I would like to thank the students and parents that attend, Marcelle 

(teacher) for coordinating the group, and Theresa, who is a community member volunteering her time each week to help. Please 

come along if you can on Monday after school and lend a hand.
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DATES 

Friday 9th August 
 

Assembly 9:00am

Monday 19th–Friday 23rd 
August 

 
Book Week

Friday 30th August 
 

Assembly 9:00am

Monday 2nd September 
 

Pupil Free Day

Tuesday 17th September 
 

Festival of Music Choir 
Performance

Student Leaders and Yard Support  
This week our student leaders have begun supporting in the yard during morning and 

afternoon break times. Each break, two student leaders are rostered on to provide 

peer support to students in the yard. Students are able to approach student leaders 

for support when they need this. Kylie, our Student Wellbeing Leader has trained 

the student leaders to use restorative practice questions when helping students to 

work through situations in the yard. This support is in addition to our three yard duty 

teachers that are on duty during each break.

School Cricket  
We have an opportunity to participate in the South Australian Cricket Association’s 

school cricket program. This program is for girls and boys from Year 2 through to  

Year 7 and is held on Saturday mornings during Terms 1 and 4 at a variety of venues in 

the western suburbs. If we have enough interested students, we may be able to enter 

teams to begin in Term 1 2020. The games are modified with 7-8 players in each team. 
We will also need parents to help manage and coach the cricket teams. A note with 

further information and a registration of interest will be sent home with interested 

student.

Term 3 Wellbeing Focus  
This term our whole school wellbeing focus will be on Empathy and Kindness. Empathy is the ability to sense other people’s emotions 

and to understand how they might be thinking and feeling.

The ability to establish, maintain and navigate relationships is an important skill for our students to have. Being able to show empathy 

in our relationships is crucial. Teachers will be exploring what empathy means with students, why it is important and how we can 

develop ways to show empathy. The following link is an informative article about the importance of teaching children about empathy.

www.goodstart.org.au/news-and-advice/february-2018/why-teaching-children-empathy-is-important 

Book Week Performance 
On Thursday 29th August (the week after Book Week), we are hosting a musical performance 

called “BiG DREAMS”, based on the books shortlisted for the Children’s Book Council of 

Australia (CBCA) Awards. BiG DREAMS is a musical about following your dreams, and 

not being discouraged by negative messages. It is filled with humour and suspense, and 
incorporates student participation.

There will be two performances in the hall (different versions for younger and older students):

11:45am – 3/4–6/7 classes

1:45pm – R/1–2/3 classes

The cost is $6 per student. Please pay this to the Front Office by Tuesday 27th August.


